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Abstract
This paper shows the impact of grants on the ingmue of access to funds to

protect the environment and the structural fundsaaption environmental
sector in Romania.

Study research methodology is based on referemcesttieve the objectives
pursued in this article.
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Introduction

Environmental protection has emerged as humaniply problem today,
that when man conquered the entire area of thédnHanorable life. Now, wealth
and energy resources have been affected to suextant that it sees the rapid
depletion of some of them, and some essential tiondiof human existence as
water or air, signs of poisoning. Deduct the pabsilihat the future of humanity
is questioned, if course not taken action to ptatfee planet. The man understood
that he is part of nature, the Earth and its resmuare limited, that the planet
functions as a system and that the disturbancedupeal in one place can have
repercussions for the entire circuit, including lams Humanity can’t give up but
at high rates of economic development. The wayduiexe these rates, while
maintaining good environmental quality is explagatso that they can regenerate
and conserve the time.

Environmental protection initiatives first appeamabut 200 years ago, the
need to save endangered species. In time, reasoitkef nature protection have
diversified.

Since 1970, there were clear signs of disease @pltnet: ozone depletion,
global warming, acid rain, water pollution, air asall. People began to understand
the need for responsible behavior towards naturd. rBan's responsibility for
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protecting the environment is so individual, espligicollective: Nature undertake
cooperation and mutual support local, county, mati@and especially international
(Serban, 2011).

By joining the European Union, Romania has striatand cohesion funds,
financial instruments designed and contribute tucing economic and social
disparities between EU Member States. For environahénfrastructure develop-
ment and expansion, Romania benefits from the EaoiRegional Development
Fund and Cohesion Fund.

European Regional Development Fund to help elimimegional imbalances
in the Community, reducing the gap between the Idpweent levels of various
regions and by leveling the less favored.

Cohesion Fund supports Member States to reducerélif€es in economic
and social development and stabilize the natiocahemy.

Accessing EU funds is subject to the preparationMsmber States of
official documents indicating areas for financiapport from the EU.

EU grants allocated to certain countries througfoua programs. In Romania
these funds for environmental protection are aadethrough the Sectorial
Operational Programme Environment.

Environment Sectorial Operational Programme igitt@iment that sets strategy
for the allocation of European funds for the enwiment sector in Romania, 2007-
2013. The program was approved by the European Gssiun on 11 July 2007.

The total budget of SOP is about 5.6 billion ewfoyhich 4.5 billion is grant
of the European Union and over 1 billion Euro nagiccontribution is. The program
was developed by the Ministry of Environment, asniiging Authority for SOP
(SOP Environment). The program period is 2007-2@$3bjectives and develop-
ment needs of Romania after 2013, with investmémds lay the foundations of
sustainable development in environmental infrastmec

SOP Environment

Environment Sectorial Operational Programme (SGPglosely linked to
national strategic objectives set out in the Natidbevelopment Plan (NDP) 2007-
2013 and developed the National Strategic ReferEremmework (NSRF), which is
based on the principles, practices and objectivesygd at EU level. SOP is
designed to lay the foundation and catalyst for @encompetitive economy, a
better environment and more balanced regional dpwetnt. SOP is based on the
objectives and priorities of environmental and astructure development of the
European Union, reflecting both Romania's inteoral obligations and the
specific national interests. SOP continues the ldeweent of the environmental
infrastructure at national level. Strategies waittated in the pre-accession assistance,
in particular the Phare and ISPA. In addition tinastructure development through
SOP is aimed at establishing effective managemi&uottares of the relevant
services in terms of environmental protection. ABOP interventions in areas far
less discussed, and efficient urban heating systesksprevention, reconstruction
or implementation of Natura 2000 management plans.
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The overall objective of SOP is to protect and iowerthe environment and
living standards in Romania, aiming at compliandt whe environmental acquis.

The objective is to reduce the gap between Europeéon and Romania on
environmental infrastructure in terms of both qutsrand quality. This should be
translated into effective public services, takinigpiaccount the principle of sustainable
development and the principle of "polluter pays".

SOP Specific objectives are:

1. Improving quality and access to water and waateminfrastructure, by
providing water supply and sanitation in most urkemeas by 2015 and the
establishment of effective regional structures fioe management of water /
wastewater.

2. Development of sustainable waste managememhpgsoving management
and reducing the number of historically contamidagées in at least 30 counties
by 2015.

3. Reducing negative environmental impact and mtitign of climate change
caused by heating systems in most polluted loeallty 2015.

4. Protection and improvement of biodiversity aradunal heritage by sup-
porting protected areas management, includingnipéeimentation of Natura 2000.

5. Reducing the risk of natural disasters affectimg population, by imple-
menting preventive measures in most vulnerablesdrg£015.

Technical Assistance (TA) will support the implertsion and monitoring
program and will contribute to achieving global pap and specific objectives.

The program covers the period 2007-2013, but ifsatives the development
needs of Romania after 2013, by laying the foundatifor sustainable economic
development. POS will help fulfill the obligationhat Romania has in the
environment sector, offering investment opportesitin all regions of the country.
The starting point for POS is the analysis of therent situation of the environ-
ment in Romania.

This is followed by the SWOT analysis, which is Ibbiased development
strategy. SOP contains a description of the pyi@ies, areas of intervention and
identification of projects and provisions for implentation.

Develop SOP was developed by the Ministry of Enuinent and Sustainable
Development, as Managing Authority for SOP Enviremt) under the Ministry of
Economy and Finance, the Authority for CoordinatadrStructural Instruments in
collaboration with central, regional and local atties and other partners
involved in this field.

SOP is one of the seven operational programs utiger'Convergence”
objective for the programming period 2007-2013. SRd3 been prepared in
accordance with the third priority of the NDP 20®Ft3 — "Protection and
improvement of the environment”, and the NSRF Ryiat — "Development of
basic infrastructure to European standards". SORagts essential elements for
successful implementation of the NDP and NSRF imirenmental protection,
basic objective is to promote sustainable developmokthe country.

Given the connection link between the environmert ather economic and
social sectors, SOP has been developed in clogenmion with other operational
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programs and has taken into account to avoid daigdic, achieve complementarily
between programs and compliance with the Lisbopdailyes.

SOP Development has considered the provisionseotdmmunitarian acquis
concerning the general procedures for the managemhéil) funds in 2007-2013,
as provided for in Council Regulation (EC) Nr. 18806 laying down general
provisions on the European Regional DevelopmentdF&uropean Social Fund
and Cohesion Fund, repealing Regulation (EC) NGO1O99 and Commission
Regulation (EC) Nr. 1828/2006 which lays down rul@sthe implementation of
Commission Regulation no. 1083/2006 and Reguladtioh080/2006.

Funding areas to be supported by SOP Nr. 1080/2@06ply with the
Regulations of the European Parliament and the €iban the European Regional
Development Fund and Council Regulation Cohesiardmo. 1084/2006. National
and EU regulations and plans and programmatic enwiental documents were
also used in the preparation of SOP Environment.

Financial needs assessment for environmental invesents

In the process of developing plans to implementeheironmental acquis,
MESD has assessed investment needs to comply Wittnizironmental legislation
in 2018 (coinciding with last year transition pefigranted to Romania) about
29 billion euro, of which approx. 18 billion is ra=x over the next seven years.

PHARE Technical Assistance for Environmental Assesg of costs and
investment plans (RO 0107.15.03) project complated2005, confirmed the
estimated cost already added additional estimate®gerating costs increased.
These estimates will be regularly updated oncedttailed investment plans will
be available in each region / county.

For 2007-2013, Romania intends to contribute abéd billion FSC
investment in the environmental contribution is Moalow the estimated needs for
the same period.

The strategy also recommends measures to strengtnainistrative capacity
to mobilize private sector development and increzegeacity of the portfolio of
projects and to mobilize funds to finance projetteational and regional level.

The absorption of EU funds for environment of Romaia

Romania's EU allocates the amount of 4512.47 millior the Sectorial
Operational Programme Environment 2007 - 2013. Byn&iia on March 18,
2011 according to data published on the websita@Romanian government, has
absorbed only 8.18% (e.g. EUR 369.28 million) of tiotal allocation for SOP
Environment, as shown in the table below.
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Absorption of fund grants

Table no. 1

UE
_ allocation Paym_ents_ to Paym_ents_ to] Unabsorbed
Operational beneficiaries| beneficiaries|  funds Unabsorbed| Unabsorbed
of funds S S -
Programme (millions of (millions of | (millions of | (millions of | funds share| funds share
euro) euro) euro)
euro)

POS Transport | 4.565,94| 474,88 113,93 4.452,01 97,50 2,5
POS Environmen{ 4.512,47| 1.539,28 369,28 4.143,19 91,82 8,18
PO Regional 3.726,02 | 3.064,01 735,07 2.990,9% 80,27 19,73
POS human
resource 3.476,14| 2.567,30 615,91 2.860,28 82,28 17,72
development
POS economic
competitiveness 2.554,22 | 1.291,84 309,92 224439 87,87 12,13
PO administrative
capacity 208,00 | 55,91 13,41 194,59 93,55 6,45
PO technical
assistance 170,24 52,85 12,68 157,56 92,55 7,45
TOTAL 19.213,04] 9.046,07 2.170,21 17.042,43 88,70 11,30

Source www.gov.ro

As can be seen from the table 2 below to 30 JuhiZ26r SOP Environment

440 234 projects submitted were approved, of wi2i@8 projects were financed
with the amount of 2077.56 million.

SOP number of projects is only 1.52% of the totaimber of projects

Situation of projects submitted, approved, contracé
and payments during 2007 — July 30, 2011

submitted and the total projects submitted, only18% were approved.

Table no. 2

OPERATIONAL PROJECTS| PROJECTYAgreement / decisig 'gégéﬁg&%ré
PROGRAMME SUBMITTED|APPROVED FINANCING il
(total million)
POS Transport 96 51 46 552, 02
POS Environment 440 234 208 2 077,56
PO Regional 7 833 2190 1855 3814,34
POS human resource) 1 154 2894 2116 3209,84
development
POS economic 9037 2730 1859 1538,91
competitiveness
PO administrative |, 555 332 315 76,18
capacity
PO technical assistanjc&7 74 69 72,92
TOTAL 28 964 8 505 6 468 11 341,77

SOUI‘CGIWWW.gOV

.ro
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From table no. 2, we can see that the SOP is ragéeaind to last place on
the submission of projects for the absorption of fabids grants. Filling a small
number of projects like environmental program mayabconsequence of the fact
that companies can access these funds is relatiegly in Romania. Most
beneficiaries can access these funds is the Romastée institutions namely
Intercommunity Development Associations (IDA) regaeted by regional operators,
Intercommunity Development Associations (IDA) reggeted by the County
Councils, local authorities or, in some cases,sttwice operators district heating,
administrators and custodians of protected areasgioRal Environmental
Protection Agencies (REPA's), Environmental PravecAgencies (EPAS), public
authorities, NGOs, research institutes, univessiimuseums; National Administration
"Romanian Waters" (ANAR) is the sole beneficiantiod project financing for the
sector. From here the authors draw two conclusions:

1. Whether those responsible for accessing funelsyar competent for the
position they hold;

2. Whether the Romanian state is not interestedite people a cleaner
environment.

Conclusions

The environment provides us the necessary conditbriife, but it depends
on us whether we want to use these as useful enggkif we want to bypass this
aspect of our lives. Planet pollution worsens lyday and it seems that although
we can attract a lot of European funds to imprdwedgnvironment, authorities do
not give much interest this harmful process. Tlamdition from being a simple
ecology scientific discipline problem in the commoonsciousness, national and
international, is a sad reality today, when thauradtbalance of the entire planet
destruction is imminent. Fight against pollutiortienplanet require international
collaboration and cooperation and therefore depemdas if we live in a clean,
healthy and unpolluted.
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